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When I first read this 1814 essay during my university 
studies, I found it inspiring and grand, but failed to 

completely fathom the depths of its message. Now, 
in my almost mid-thirties, I have gained enough 

experience, have gone through enough sorrow and 
pain and have understood myself well enough to 
fully appreciate the heritage Mr. Emerson – one of 

the most enlightened thinkers ever – wanted to pass 
down to us. Hopefully, it will prove as eye-opening to 

you guys as it has proved for me: enjoy it.   
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